
Tsushima 1905: The Death of the Russian
Fleet and the Birth of Japanese Naval
Supremacy
The Battle of Tsushima, fought on May 27-28, 1905, was a decisive naval
battle of the Russo-Japanese War. The Russian fleet was virtually
annihilated, while the Japanese fleet emerged victorious. The battle
marked the end of Russian naval power in the Far East and the rise of
Japan as a major naval power.
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The Russian fleet, under the command of Admiral Zinovy Rozhestvensky,
had sailed from the Baltic Sea in October 1904. It was a long and arduous
journey, and the fleet was plagued by mechanical problems and shortages
of supplies. By the time it reached the Sea of Japan in May 1905, it was in
a weakened state.
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The Japanese fleet, under the command of Admiral Togo Heihachiro, was
waiting for the Russian fleet in the Tsushima Strait. Togo had a well-trained
and well-equipped fleet, and he was confident of victory.

The battle began on May 27, 1905, when the Russian fleet entered the
Tsushima Strait. The Japanese fleet immediately attacked, and the two
fleets exchanged fire for several hours. The Russian fleet was outgunned
and outmaneuvered, and it was soon clear that it was doomed to defeat.

By the end of the day, the Russian fleet had been virtually annihilated. Only
a few ships managed to escape, and they were later interned in neutral
ports. The Japanese fleet had won a decisive victory, and it had established
itself as the dominant naval power in the Far East.

The Battle of Tsushima was a turning point in the Russo-Japanese War.
The Russian defeat led to the collapse of Russian power in the Far East,
and it paved the way for Japan's victory in the war.

The battle also had a profound impact on the development of naval
warfare. It showed that the battleship was no longer the dominant warship,
and it led to the development of new types of warships, such as the
destroyer and the submarine.

The Battle of Tsushima is still studied today by naval historians and
strategists. It is a classic example of a decisive naval battle, and it is a
reminder of the importance of naval power in the modern world.

Timeline of the Battle of Tsushima

October 1904: The Russian fleet sails from the Baltic Sea.



May 1905: The Russian fleet reaches the Sea of Japan.

May 27, 1905: The Battle of Tsushima begins.

May 28, 1905: The Russian fleet is virtually annihilated.

Key Figures in the Battle of Tsushima

Admiral Togo Heihachiro: Commander of the Japanese fleet.

Admiral Zinovy Rozhestvensky: Commander of the Russian fleet.

Legacy of the Battle of Tsushima

The Battle of Tsushima was a turning point in the Russo-Japanese War and
a landmark event in the history of naval warfare. It marked the end of
Russian naval power in the Far East and the rise of Japan as a major naval
power. The battle also had a profound impact on the development of naval
warfare, leading to the development of new types of warships and new
strategies for naval combat.

The Battle of Tsushima is still studied today by naval historians and
strategists. It is a classic example of a decisive naval battle, and it is a
reminder of the importance of naval power in the modern world.
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