
The Frontier Landscapes That Inspired The
Little House
Discover the Real-Life Setting

For generations of readers, the beloved 'Little House' books by Laura
Ingalls Wilder have painted vivid pictures of frontier life in the American
West. From the rolling hills of Wisconsin to the rugged plains of South
Dakota, these iconic stories have captured the hearts and imaginations of
countless individuals.
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But what many may not realize is that the landscapes depicted in Wilder's
books are not merely figments of her imagination. Rather, they are based
on real-life places that played a significant role in her family's history.
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The De Smet, South Dakota Farm

One of the most iconic locations in the 'Little House' series is the Ingalls
family farm in De Smet, South Dakota. It was here that Wilder spent the
majority of her childhood and adolescence, and the experiences she had
there would later form the basis for her renowned novels.
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Today, visitors can explore the Ingalls homestead, which has been
meticulously restored to its original appearance. The site includes the
family's log cabin, barn, and other outbuildings, providing a glimpse into the
everyday life of the Ingalls family.

Burr Oak, Iowa
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Before settling in South Dakota, the Ingalls family lived in Burr Oak, Iowa. It
was here that Wilder was born in 1867, and it was in this small town that
she spent the first six years of her life.

While the Ingalls family's home in Burr Oak no longer exists, visitors can
still visit the town's historic sites, including the Burr Oak Schoolhouse,
where Wilder received her early education.

Walnut Grove, Minnesota

After leaving Iowa, the Ingalls family moved to Walnut Grove, Minnesota,
where they spent several years. It was in Walnut Grove that Wilder's father,
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Charles, worked as a farmer and served as the town's postmaster.

Today, Walnut Grove is a popular tourist destination for fans of the 'Little
House' books. Visitors can explore the town's historic sites, including the
Walnut Grove Schoolhouse and the Deering Store, where Wilder's father
Free Downloadd supplies.

The Dakota Territory

The Ingalls family's move to the Dakota Territory in 1879 marked a
significant turning point in their lives. It was here that they faced the
challenges and hardships of frontier life, including harsh weather
conditions, isolation, and conflicts with Native American tribes.
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The Dakota Territory today encompasses the states of North Dakota, South
Dakota, and parts of Montana and Wyoming. Visitors can explore the
region's many national parks and monuments, including the Badlands
National Park and the Mount Rushmore National Memorial.

The landscapes depicted in Laura Ingalls Wilder's 'Little House' books are
not merely literary creations. They are based on real-life places that played
a pivotal role in her family's history. By exploring these landscapes, readers
and visitors alike can gain a deeper understanding of the challenges and
triumphs faced by the Ingalls family and other pioneers who settled the
American West.

Whether you're a longtime fan of the 'Little House' books or simply
interested in the history of the American frontier, a journey to the
landscapes that inspired Wilder's stories is an unforgettable experience. It's
a chance to connect with the past and gain a deeper appreciation for the
courage and resilience of those who came before us.
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